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Difſolving this DOUBT : 


Whether all men rightly Challenge to themſelves the Holy 
Ghoſt, or no? 


UR Saviour Chriſt departing our of the World  prefently, and hath been for the ſpace of Nine hun- 
unto his Father, promiſed his Diſciples to }.dred years and odd, you ſhall well perceive the ſtat 
Joo.14-1 go. 


ſend down another Comforter, that ſhould con- tchereof to be ſo far wide from the nature of the true 

tinue with them for ever, and direft thepyy Charch, that nothing-can be-more. © For neither are 
—mmealt"troh; winckthing-ro be fa; If upon the foutidation” of the Apoſiles and 
performed, the Scriptures do ſufficiently bear witne(6 ; | Prophers, retaining the ſound and pure Doarine of 
neither muſt we think that this Comforter was either | Chriſt Jeſus 3 neither yer do they order the Sacra- 
promiſed, or elſe given only to the Apoſtles, but alſo | ments, or elſe the Ecclefiaſtical Keyes, in ſuch ſort as 
to the univerſal Church of Chriſt diſperſed through the | he did firſt inſtitute and ordain them : but have ſo in- 
whole World. For unleſs the Holy Ghoit had been | termingled their own Traditions and Inventions, by 


alwayes preſent, governing and preſerving the Church | chopping and changing, by adding and plucking away, 
from the beginning, it could never have ſuſtained fo | that now they may ſeem to be converted into a new 
many and great brunts of Aﬀi&ion and Perſecurion, | guiſe. Chriſt commended to his Church a Sacrament 
with ſo little damage and harm as it hath : And the 


: of his Body and Blood : They have changed ir into a 
wards of Chriſt are moſt plain in this behalf, ſaying, | Sacrifice for the quick and the dead. Chriſt. did min- 


Jbe 1.4 That the Spirit of truth (hould abide with them for ever, | ſter to his Apoſtles, and the Apoſtles to other men indif- 
Mattl;, 2 x, that he would be with them alwayes, ( he meaneth by | ferently under both kinds : They have robbed the Lay- 
Grace, Vertue and Power, ) even to the worlds end, people of the Cup, ſaying, that for them one kind 15 
Alſo in the Prayer that he made to his Father a lit- | ſufficient. Chriſt ordained no other Element to be aſed 
tle before his Death, he maketh interceſſion nor only | in Baptiſm, but only Water, whereunto when the Word 
for himſelf and his Apoſtles, but indifferently for all | 1s joyned, it is made (as St. Augtine faith) a full and 
Jibn 17, them that ſbould belixve in bim through their words, that | perfeR Sacrament : They being wiſer in their own con- 
Rem, 2, 1s to Wit, for his whole Church.” Again, Saint Paul | ceir than Chriſt, think it 15 not well nor orderly done, 
ſaith, If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, the (ame 4s | unleſs they uſe Conjaration, unleſs they hallow che Wa- 
not his : Alſo in the words following, We have received | ter, unlcis rhere he Oy), Salt, Spirtle, Tapers, and ſuch 
the Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Father : Here- | other dumb Ceren.omes, ſerving to no ule, contrary to 
by then it 1s evident and plain to all men, thar the Ho- | the plain Rule of St:"Paul, who willeth a! things to be x Cor. 14» 
ly Ghoſt was given not only ro the Apoſtles, bur alſo | done i» the Church unto Edification. Chriſt ordained the 
ro the whole body of Chriſts Congregarion, alrhough | Authority of the Reys ro Excommunicate notorious SIN- 
not in*hke Form and Majeſty as he came down at the | ners, and ro abfolve them which are truly Penitent : 
feaſt of Pentecoſt, They abuſe this power at their own pleaſure, as wel 
But now herein ſtanderh the Controverſie ; whether | in curſing the godly with Bell, Book and Candles, as alio 
all men do juſily arrogate ro rhemfelves the Holy Ghoſt, | in abſolving the reprobate, which are known to be un- 
or no? The Biſhops of Rome have for a long time made | worthy of any Chriſtian Soctery 3 whercof they thar liſt 


a ſore" challenge thereunto, reaſoning for themſelves af- | ro ſee Examples, ler rhem ſeazch rheur Lines... Fades 
as ncretit PE THe RO1y CHI Clay they 7 was prom Mort 4oBt” WHAT {5 $3viour cM I of 
ſed ro the Church, and never forſaketh the Churchs: | rhe Scribes and Phariſees 1n che Goſpel, rhe ſame may be 


But we are the chicf heads and principal part of the | boldly and with ſafe Conſcience pronounced of the Bi- 
Church, therefore we have the Holy Ghoſt for ever, | ſhops of Rome; namely, .that they have- forſaken, and 
and whatſoever things we decree are undoubted Veri- | daily do forfake the Commandments of God} to ere& 
ries and Oracles of the Holy Ghoſt. 3 Land ſetiyp their 'own Conftirurtons. Which thing be- 
_* Thar ze may perceive the weakneſs of this Argument, | ing true, as all they which have any light of God's Word 
it's needfull to teach you, firſt whar the true Church af | muſt needs confeſs, vie may well concludtaccording ro 
Chrift is,and then ro conferre the Church of Rome thert; | the rule of Augy/ine.: That the Biſhops of R###rand rheir 
with, to diſcern how well they agree togerher:The true | Adherents aremot che true Chutth of Chrift,, much lets 
Church is an univerſal Congregation or Fellowſhip: of} then ro be raken as chief leads and Rulerpot the ſame. 
Gods faithful and cle& People,Built upon the foundation off ; 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt bimſelf bring the < 
corny ſtone : And it hath alwayes three Notes or Ma 
whereby it 3s known ; Pure and ſound Dodtrine, 
Sacraments miniſtred according to Chriſts holy Inſtireas 
non, and rhe right uſe of Ecclifpaftical diſcipline. *s 


deſcription of the Church, is agrecable both to rh&{. Truth, thkt-wilknor. fufte» them 1n auy 
\ Scriprures of God, and alſo to the Dofirine of the ay} ix be pothble to ve there where the true 
© cient Fathers, fo that none may juſtly find fault th 2 then is it at\Rome * Other we 17 15 but a vl 
- with. Now if ye will compare this wich the Chupchy nothing clic. | 

of Rome, not as it was in beginning, .but as 1087 oo 
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If any] death, contrary to the'Law' both of God, and alſo of 
And | Nature ? Shall we ſay thar he had God's Holy Spirit 


Szint Pail (as ye have heard before) fairh 3 
man haut not the Spirit of Criſt, the ſam? 1s not hs. 
by turning che words, it may be truly laid : If any man 
be not of Chrif, tit ſame hats not the Syrit. Now tO di(- 
cern who are truly his, and who nor, we have this Aule 
oven us, That bis Sheep do alwayes bear bis wager, And 
Sr. Fabn taith, Hz toa! is of God beartty God's Word. 
Wercof ir followeth, that the Popes nor hearing Chriſts 
voice, as tj.cy ought ro do, but preferring their own De- 
crees butore” the expreſs Word of God, do plamty ar- 
puc to the World, that rhey are not of Chriit, nor yet 
poiſriſcd witirhis Spirit. Bur here they will al.edge for 
themiclvcs, that there are d:vers neceliary points nor eR- 
preſſed holy Scripture, which were left ro the Revela- 
161 of rhe Holy Ghoſt,who being given rothe Church ac- 
cording to Chrifts Promiſe,harh raught many things from 
tim: ro time, which the Apoſtles could nor then bear.10 
this ve may eaſily anſwer by the plain words of Chriſt, 
teaching us thar the properOffice of the HolyGhoſt 1 not 
to infiicuteand bring in mev/ Ordinances contrary to Ns 
Docirine before raughr ; but ſhall come and declare thoſe 
things which he had before raught 3 ſo that ir might be 
well and truly underſtood. When the Holy Ghoft, ſaith he, 
hl! rome, be (hall lezd you into ail trath. What truth dorh 
he incan? Any other tharthe himſelf had before expref- 
ſed in his Word ? No ; for he faith, He [hal tz? of mine, 
ant ſhow unto you. Again, He ſhall bring you 1s remem- 
br 14:2 9; all things that I a2 told you. ft 15 not then the 
dury and part of any Chriſtian, under prerence of the 
Holy Gho!t, ro bring in his own Dreams and Phanta- 
ſes into the Church : Bur he. muſt diligently provide 
thar his Doarine and Decrees be agreeable to Chriit's 
holy Teftament, Otherwiſe in making the Holy Ghoſt 
the Author therecf, he doth blaſpheme and »<lye che 
Holy Ghoit ro his own Condemnation. 

Now to leave their - Doctrine, and come to orher 
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Jobn 8. 


folin 19. 


points. Whar ſhall we think or judge of the Pope's |Spirir of Arrogancy and Pride, the Spirit of Envy,Harred, 


inolerable Pride ? The S:ripture faith, Thar God 7-{7/t- 
th the pronud, and ſheweth grace to the humole. Alto Ir 
pronounceth them Blefſed which are pooy in Spirit, pro- 
miſing,that they which humble themſelves ſhall te exal- 
red. And Chriſt our Saviour willeth all his to {earn of 
him, becauſe be is humble and mech. As for Pride, Sr. 


Gregory faith, it 15 the Root of all Miſchief, And Sc. 4u- | 


2:/tin's judgment is this 3 thar 1t maketi men Devils. Can 
any man then, which either hath or ſhall read the Popes 
Lives, juſtly ſay, that they had the Holy Ghoſt within 
them ? Firft, As rouching rhar rhey vl] be rermed Uni- 
verjal Biſhops, and Heads of all Chriſtian Churches chrough 
the World, we have the judgment of Grezory expreſly 
apainft chem, who wriring ro Mavrritivus the Emperour, 
Condemneth Fohn Biſhop of Con/tantinop!z in char behalf 3 
calling him the Prin? of Pridy, Lxci{er's Succeflor, and 
the Fore-runner of Antichriſt. St. Bernard allo agreeing 
rhereunto, faith 53 What greater Pride can there be, than 
that One man ſhould pre zr bis -wwtqadgment before the whole 
Congregation, as though he only þa4 the Spirit of God ? And 
Chryſoſtom pronouncerh a terrible Sentence againſt them, 
Pi:/02. lib. affirming plainly, that whoſoever ſecketh to be chief in 
Earth, ſhall find Confui:on 1n Heaven, and that he 
char ſtriver!2 for the Supremacy, ſhall nor be repu- 
ced among che Servants of Chrift. Again he faith : To 
acre a good work, it is good, bt to covet the chief degree of 
Hinour, it is mr vanity. Do not theſe places ſuffict- 
ently convince their outragious Pride, in ufurping to 
themſelves a Superiority above all other, as well Mini- 
ſters and Biſhops, as Kings alſo and Emperours ? Bur 
as the Lyon 1s known by his Claws, fo let us learn to 
know theſe men by their deeds. What ſhall we ſay of 
$2hel, E:. him that made the noble King Daxdalys to be tied by 
nead. o, Fhe neck with a Chain, and to lye flat down before his 
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within him, and not rather the Spirit of the Devil ? Such 
a Thfitr was Pope Paſchal the Second. What ſhalf we 
ſay of him thar came into his Popedom hke a Fox, that 
reigned Ike a Lyon, and dyed Ike a Dog ? Shall weſay 
that he had the Holy Spirit of God within him, and 
not rather the Spirit of the Devil? Such a Tyrant was 
Boniface the Exglith, What ſhail we fay of him thar 


| made Hny the Ermperonr, with his Wife and his young 


Child, to ſtand ar the Gates of the City, in the rough 
Winter, bare-foor and bare-Tegged, only cloathed 1n 
Linſcy-woolſey, caring nothing from morning ro mghr, 
and chat for the {pace of three days ? Shall we ſay thac 


he had God's Holy Spirit within him, and nor rather 
the Spirit of the Devil ? Such a Tyrant was Pope Hil- 
| SUOTARS, moſt worthy to be called a Firebran 1, if we 
| ſhall rerm him as he hath beſt deſerved. Many other 
Examples might here be alledged. As of Pope Joan the 
Harlor, that was delivered of a Child im the high ſtreer, 
going ſolemnly 1n Proceffion. Of Pope Fulins the Se- 
cond, that wilfully caſt St. Peter's Keys into the River 
Tiber. Of Pope Urban the Sixth, that cauſed five Car- 
dinals ro be put in Sacks, and cruelly drowned. Of 
Pope Srgins che Third, that perſecuted rhe dead Bo- 
dy of FormojasIis Predecefior, when 1t had teen butied 
eight years. ' Of Pope Zobn the fourtecnrhirot rhhat name, 
who having his Enemy dehivered into his hands, cauſed 
him firſt ro be ſtripped ſtark naked, his beard ro be 
ſhaven, and to be hanged up a whole day by the hair, 
then ro be fer upon an Afs, with his face hackward to- 
ward the Tail, ro ve carryed ronnd abour the Ciry in 
| deſpite, ro be milcrably beaten with Rods, 14ſt of all ro 
he thruſt out of his Countrey, and to he baniſhed for 
ever. Bur ro conclude, and make an end, ye ſhall 
| briefly rake rhis ſhorr Lefſon z; Whereſoever ye find the 


| Contention, Cruelty, Murder, Extortion, Witchcraft, 
| Necromancy, &. ailure your ſelves that there is the 
Spirit of the Devil, anid nor of God, albeir they pretend 
|ourvvardly to rhe World never fo much. Holineſs. For 
as the Goſpel teacherh us, the Spirit of Jeſus is a good 
Spirit, an holy Sprrir, a ſweet Spirir, a lowly Spirit, a 
merciful Spiric, full of Charity and Love, full of Forgive- 
neſs and Pity, nor rendring evil for evil, extremity for 
exrremity z but overcoming evil with good, and remir- 
ting all Offence, even from the Heart. According to 
which rule if any man live uprightly, of him ic may be 
ſafely pronounced, that he hath che Holy Ghoſt within 
him: Tf noc, then it 1s a plain roken that he doth uſurp 
che name of che Holy Ghoſt in vain. 

Therefore ( dearly beloved ) according to the good 
Counſel of St, Fobn, Believe not every Spirit, bur firit try 
them whither they be of God, or no. Many ſhall come in my 
name (faith Chrift) and ſhall transform themſclues ints An- 
gels of Light, deceivinz (it it be poſſible) the very Ele. 
They (1-11 come anto you in Sheeps Cloathing, being inwardly 
ernel ant ravening Wolyes, They thall have an outward 
thew of great holine(s and Innocency of Life, ſo that ye 
(ſhall hardly, or not ar all diſcern them. But che rule 
'rhar ye muſt fellow, 1s this z to judge them by their 
fruirs. Which, if they be wicked and naught, then is 
1r unpoſſible char the Tree of whom they proceed ſhould 
be good. Such were all the Popes and Prelates of Rome 
for the moſt part, as dortr well appear in the ſtory of 
their Lives; and therefore rhey are worrhily accounted 
.among che number of falſe Prophers and falſe Chriſts, 
| which deceived the World a long while. 

' The Lord of Heaven and Earth defend us from their 
Tyranny and Pride, that they never enter into his Vine- 
yard again to the diſturbance of his ſilly poor Flock ; 


Table, there to gnaw bones like a' Dog? ſhall we think |but thar they may be urrerlyConfounded and pur to Flight 


that he had Gods Holy Spirit within him,” and not ra- | in all parts of the World. And he of his great Mercy 
ther the Spirit of the Devil? . Such a Tyrant was Pope | ſo work in all mens Hearts by the mighty power of che 


Clement che Sixch. Whar ſhall we ſay of him char proud- 
ly and conrempruouſly trod Frederick the Emperour 
under his feet, applying rhe verſe of the Pfalm unto 
himſelf : Thou ſhalt go upon the Lyon and the Adder, the 
young Lyon and the Dragon thau ſhalt tread under thy foot ? 
Shall we ſay he had God's Holy-Spirit within him, and 
10r rather the Spirir of the Devil ? Such a Tyrant was 
Pope Alexander the Third. What ſhall we ſay of him 
chat armed and animated the Son againſt the Father, 


| Holy Ghoſt, rhar che comrortahle Goſpel of his Son 
; Chriſt may be truly Preached, truly Received, and tru- 


ly Followed 1n all places, ro che bearing down. of Sin, 
| Dearh, tke Pope, rhe Devil, and all the Kingdom of 
| Antichriſt ; thar like ſcattered and diſperſed Sheep, be- 
ing at length gathered into one fold, we may in the end 
reſt all rogether 1n the boſom of Abraham, Iſaac and Far 
cob, rhere to be parrakers of eternal and everlaſting lite, 


rhrough the merits and dearh of Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 
our. Amen. 


cauſing him to be taken, and to be cruclly famiſhed ro! 
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of Hit pare vie Goge.; in | Waking doIknd! 
For aſkran go Something, do'smy S ex(e unbind; 
Truth has « my" Darker d Saul all ore 
With dn unuſual Light aot known before, 
And the Aryan that ſame Star is gone 
From whoſe king-influence we had Life alone ; 
No ſooner had this.Stranger feiz'd my Sev, 
But Rachel:koakt, xo raiſe medrom my Bed, 
Ard with a Voice of Sorrow did condole 
The l/s of CHARLES, whom $he declard was Dead. 
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